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Cancer in the LGBTQ+ 
Community

Thursday, February 11, 10:00-11:30
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Who We Are

The Wisconsin Cancer Collaborative 
is a statewide coalition of 140 

organizations working together to 
reduce the burden of cancer for 

everyone in Wisconsin.

Wisconsin Cancer Plan
2020-2030

www.wicancer.org

Join Us!
www.wicancer.org/join/

http://www.wicancer.org/
http://www.wicancer.org/join/
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Agenda

• Welcome
• Presentation by Scout
• Questions

www.wicancer.org

http://www.wicancer.org/
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Scout
Executive Director of the National LGBT Cancer 
Network



LGBTQ+ Cancer
Orientation
Wisconsin Cancer Collaborative
February 11, 2021



Scout, Executive Director
National LGBT Cancer Network

One of eight CDC-funded tobacco-
related cancer disparity networks. 



Agenda

○ Who we are

○ Cancer in LGBTQ+ communities 

○ Overview of LGBTQ+ Terminology

○ Data

○ Best practices

○ Action steps



Who we are



1 2
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EDUCATING

TRAINING

ADVOCATING

the LGBT community 
about our increased 
cancer risks and the 

importance of 
screening and early 

detection
health care 

providers to offer more 
culturally-competent, 
safe and welcoming 

care

for LGBT survivors in 
mainstream cancer 
organizations, the 

media and research.



As one of eight disparity networks 

We assess the 
field to ID 
knowledge gaps

We offer 
trainings to all

We create and 
find knowledge 
pieces to 
disseminate

We create and 
advise on media 
strategies

We offer 
technical 
assistance to 
members

We build 
partnerships & 
connections 
between 
members



Newsletters

www.cancer-network.org/news/



Online Resource Library

www.cancer-network.org/resource-library/



Join Our Network

❖ Training & technical assistance 
❖ Connecting & capacity building with your local 

LGBTQ+ organization
❖ Opportunities for networking with state health 

departments, LGBTQ+ orgs, and more
❖ Tailored media & educational resources



Cancer in the LGBTQ+ Communities



● 50% higher than non-queers.

● Rates of vaping are also higher. 

● Most smokers begin using tobacco before age 

18.

● We do not rate it as an important health issue. 

● Epidemiologically it is our #1 health issue.

Tobacco Use & LGB Communities



● 36.8% current smoking (2015 USTS).

● 50% higher smoking rates than general 

population. 

● Nicotine use correlates with other life stressors: 

low income, sex work, not passing. 

● Transgender people have 3.5 times higher 

odds of past 30-day cigar use. 

Tobacco Use & Transgender Communities



● Youth vaping has been labeled an epidemic by CDC.

● Transgender individuals have 5 times higher odds of past 

30-day e-cigarette use compared to cisgender people. 

● There is evidence that youth vaping leads to cigarette 

smoking or “dual-use”.

● Can vaping help smokers quit? 

Vaping & LGBTQ+ Communities



In survivors own voices
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In survivors own voices
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The challenge
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“Although my doctor knew all about me, each 
encounter with new people—with blood draws, 
ultrasound, breast x-ray, etc.—had … the possibility of 
homophobia and having to watch out for myself.”

In survivors own voices
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Recommendations
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The challenge
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“My partner did not come to the hospital because the 
only good hospital around was a Catholic hospital and I 
didn’t want my treatment compromised by them 
finding out about my ‘sinful lifestyle.’”

In survivors own voices
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Recommendations
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The challenge
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“We never knew what to expect from health 
care providers at different levels and so 

were always bracing ourselves for some kind 
of difficulty or rejection.” 

In survivors own voices
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Recommendations
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The challenge
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“An LGBT person might not have the same 
type of support system that straight people 

do. They may be estranged from their 
families of origin; they may not be out at 
work or to their families, which means a 
diagnosis like cancer can be every scarier 

than for a straight person.”

In survivors own voices
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Recommendations
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The challenge
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“Don’t forget to give us our hormones. 
Expect the unexpected. ie, don’t get upset 
when you go to put in a Foley and find the 
person is pre-op. Treat us with dignity. USE 
THE CORRECT PRONOUNS!!!!!”

In survivors own voices
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Recommendations
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The challenge
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“Having a gay male support group was the 
best thing that happened to me.”

In survivors own voices
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Recommendations



Intersectionality



The National LGBTQ Cancer Network 
is proud to partner with the 

Center for Black Equity to launch 
Out: The National Cancer Survey.

Survivor stories are needed now!



Can you help spread the word to survivors?

Some of our 81 
promotional partners: 
Human Rights Campaign
Friends for Life Cancer Network
LGBT HealthLink
WV Cancer Coalition
Indiana Comp Cancer Program
New York University
Wisconsin Cancer Collaborative
Stanford Cancer Institute
Cure
Ulman Foundation
University of Rochester
Virginia Breast Cancer Foundation

To be a promotional partner: 
put your email in chat now 
or email info@cancer-
network.org.



Terminology Evolution Highlights



Takeaway 
1. Do not memorize all the terms. 
2. Be comfortable repeating back what people use. 
3. Otherwise LGBTQ+ is great for you to use. 
4. And have community advisors review any public materials. 



New & Better Terms 

@lgbt.whales
•♔jay-pan/ace/gf❁ave-mtf ★jax-gay/gf ✺sara-

bi/pg ⍥dyl-pan/ace ♤lex&jace-ace ツ
connor&cody-ftm ☼olie&sam&rin-pan/gf 

☾anna&eliana&ven-pan/demi 
✬mags&rik&em&c&alex-pan



Ask Me 

LGBTQ+ Terminology

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rnbnF8QAnsY


Sexual Orientation Yes & No
Yes
● lesbian
● gay 
● bisexual
● bi or bi plus
● pansexual
● asexual (ace)
● ace spectrum
● aro
● two spirit
● queer

No(tes)
● homosexuals
● please do not forget bi erasure
● please do not forget pan is a 

subset of bi



Bi moment



Gender Identity Yes & No
Yes
● transgender
● trans
● trans man
● trans woman
● transgender person
● cis
● enby
● nonbinary
● genderqueer & queer

No(tes)
● transgenders
● transgendered
● transman
● transwoman
● transgenderism
● tranny (quite inflammatory)
● please do not say straight is 

the opposite of LGBT
● two spirit



Gender Identity Yes & No
Yes
● transgender
● trans
● trans man
● trans woman
● transgender person
● cis
● enby
● nonbinary
● genderqueer & queer

No(tes)
● transgenders
● transgendered
● transman
● transwoman
● transgenderism
● tranny (quite inflammatory)
● please do not say straight is 

the opposite of LGBT
● two spirit



In a closely related vein
Yes
● intersex
● differences/disorder

s in sexual 
development (DSD)

No(tes)
● hermaphrodites
● be sensitive that intersex 

can sometimes be attached 
to LGBTQ but if so please 
address the distinct issues



Groupings? 
Yes
● LGBT
● LGBTQ
● LGBTQ+
● LGBTQI
● queer
● SOGI
● SGM (often federal)



Groupings? 
Yes
● LGBT
● LGBTQ
● LGBTQ+
● LGBTQI
● queer
● SOGI (usually re: data)
● SGM (often federal)

As in
➔You have this one, right?
➔Adding queer
➔Reigning in the alphabet mafia
➔Plus intersex! 
➔What a lovely umbrella 
➔Sexual orientation gender identity
➔Sexual and gender minority



Pronouns 
Notes
● Increasing use of gender neutral pronouns
● Need to get more comfortable with them? Practice.
● Unsure which to use? Ask.
● Flub it? Thank the individual for their correction quickly 

and move on.
● The power of an email tagline and zoom name
● Say “my pronouns are…” not “my preferred

pronouns…”



Pronouns 

https://www.glsen.org/sites/default/files/GLSEN%20Pronouns%20Resource.pdf



What’s wrong with this picture? 



Caught me without my pronouns on! 

😬😬



Whew, better! 

😄😄



Help me create my next slidedeck!  



Data, data, data! 



Shifting demographics



2017 BRFSS



2017 YRBS



Shifting demographics - 14.7M



BIPOC* demographics say...

*Black, Indigenous, and People of Color

24%
of general pop are racial/ethnic 
minorities.

42%
of LGBTQ+ population are 
racial/ethnic minorities.



What about Wisconsin?

Est.
221,236
LGBTQ+ 
people in 
Wisconsin +



What about Wisconsin?



What about Wisconsin?

29% 
13%

Of LGBTQ+ WI folx are 
racial/ethnic minorities

Of all WI folx are racial/ethnic 
minorities



How do LGBTQ lung cancer rates 
compare with others? 



How do LGBTQ lung cancer rates 
compare with others? 

Who knows



Best & 
Promising 
Practices

https://cancer-network.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/NCTOH-Folder-Best-Practices.pdf
















ASCO convenes LGBTQ Task Force



2019: 50% of 
states ask SGM

2020: 100% of 
states ask SGM.



● 9 different hospitals merged 
● No one was on same EHR
● Created advisory group
● Merged onto Epic
● Customized fields
● Patient feedback loop
● Trained all staff, incl. ongoing turnover training
● Considered all ancillary points: face sheets, wristbands, etc. 
● Only comp cancer center we know of. Go live date: December 1. 
● Possible toolkit forthcoming. 



How to start collecting EHR?  

We have a full webinar archived on this, if 
you sign up on the sheet I will send you a 
copy. 



Thundermist forms look like?  













Queer Cancer/Health Post Cards







Queer Tips











Action Steps
1. Share that survey! 
2. Foster LGBTQ+ employee leadership.
3. Get advisors.
4. Check and fix how we see you.



Thank you. 

For more information contact us at info@cancer-
network.org.
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Questions? Comments?
Please take our poll! Will pop 
up on your screens shortly.
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OUT: The National Cancer Survey

Out: The National Cancer Survey is a 
national survey specifically for LGBTQ+ 
cancer survivors.

Share the survey with LGBTQ+ cancer 
survivors to help inform cancer care for the 
estimated 81,000 LGBTQ+ people who are 
diagnosed with cancer every year. 

https://cancer-network.org/out-the-national-cancer-survey/

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001we5QzJF9tphvUwCnDPMDiiC1CPRMHLpwe2BoOAVVbocDRNEnJQIaW7jNr-u_7WoksY0_6ec8SLnZfjpmk2QGu0Y4tN-wB7H_S-s_6DpCKl6v3FvEX73PV2G9LJ-Af41F3sdEoDsj51VazNqLc0x0j3ozklElHGcbGSS3PdicBPYeFgxCZMvdhJ8hnxUhrq9o&c=6Uvpmepn6OXAYXCsTjq8DxRIDBIS5lvwZQr3D26eA60S-gGEDc_M8w==&ch=LmgsZgz6bqIuAk80hgF1OjzCNAfxPwQdVMdHXozTiYTsAM5zggLsyA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001we5QzJF9tphvUwCnDPMDiiC1CPRMHLpwe2BoOAVVbocDRNEnJQIaW7jNr-u_7WoksY0_6ec8SLnZfjpmk2QGu0Y4tN-wB7H_S-s_6DpCKl6v3FvEX73PV2G9LJ-Af41F3sdEoDsj51VazNqLc0x0j3ozklElHGcbGSS3PdicBPYeFgxCZMvdhJ8hnxUhrq9o&c=6Uvpmepn6OXAYXCsTjq8DxRIDBIS5lvwZQr3D26eA60S-gGEDc_M8w==&ch=LmgsZgz6bqIuAk80hgF1OjzCNAfxPwQdVMdHXozTiYTsAM5zggLsyA==
https://cancer-network.org/out-the-national-cancer-survey/
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March Networking Webinar - Registration Open!

“Colorectal Cancer Awareness & 
COVID-19”
March is Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month! Join our March 
webinar to learn more about colorectal cancer screening, 
related health disparities, and the impacts of COVID-19.

Guest speaker details coming soon.

Register here: https://wicancer.org/events/webinars/ 10:00-11:30
11

https://wicancer.org/events/webinars/
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Check out our COVID-19 & Cancer Resource Page

https://wicancer.org/resources/covid19/

• Social media toolkits
• Links to research articles
• Past COVID-19 webinars
• Tips for local governments & 

businesses
• Fact sheets

https://wicancer.org/resources/covid19/
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Thank you!

Thank you for joining!
Stay well!
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